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On the legal function and innovation of China’s international railway transport documents
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Abstract: By analyzing the demand of import and export enterprises using international railway transport in settlement and fi-
nancing at the present stage in China, together with the legal function of the existing consignment notes, the paper concludes
that it is necessary to create the international railway transport documents with the function as document of title. In order to
meet this requirement, under the premise that the actual railway carriage rules remain unchanged, this paper analyzes the le-
gal function of the railway bill of lading which has been innovated in practice, summarizes the essentials of document of title
by quoting bill of lading as a reference, and analyzes the using process of the railway bill of lading in combination with the
maritime NVOCC system. It concludes that a negotiable railway bill of lading can serve as a document of title and therefore
can be pledged without violating the principle of numerus clausus, and puts forward suggestions and prospects on the revision
of relevant domestic laws, the legislation of international law, and the coordination of them.
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