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Study on the International Legal Responsibility of Japan’s Discharge of
Nuclear Contaminated Water and China’s Response

WU Wei

(China Institute of Boundary and Ocean Studies, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract:In 2011, an earthquake off northeastern Japan triggered a massive tsunami that severely damaged the reactors and
generating units at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant owned by Tokyo Electric Power Company, which in turn
caused a serious nuclear waste leak. Japan’ s response to the accident at the plant resulted in large quantities of contaminated
water. In April 2021, Japan decided to discharge contaminated water from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant into
the ocean, and on 24 August, 2023 the discharge of nuclear contaminated water started. Japan’s discharge of nuclear con-
taminated water into the ocean is contrary to the provisions of its domestic laws and violates its obligations of international law
under numerous international treaties. Moreover, the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency on the treatment of Ja-
pan’ s nuclear contaminated water cannot exclude the illegality of the discharge. With regard to Japan’s discharge of nuclear
contaminated water, China can take targeted measures to deal with it in the four areas of international public opinion, diplo-
macy, law and international cooperation.
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